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The Honorable Fred L. Armstrong
Mayor
City of Columbus
123 Washington Street
Columbus, IN  47201

Dear Mayor Armstrong:

It is with great pleasure that we forward to you the Columbus Parks and Recreation Department’s 
2004 Annual Report.  As in previous years, we have spent the year serving the community in a myriad 
of ways, providing important services and recreation opportunities for all citizens of Columbus and the 
surrounding area.

 This year was another great success for the Parks and Recreation Department.  We were a key 
partner in the Healthy Communities Bartholomew County on the Move project, assisting members of the 
community in their efforts to enjoy a healthy lifestyle.  We also worked with the Columbus Visitors Center  
as hosts of the 2004 USSSA Girls 16 and Under Fast Pitch Softball World Series, which generated 
$3 million in tourism for the City and surrounding areas.  Through our continued relationship with the 
Columbus Park Foundation, INDOT and local contractors, we saw the completion of the 6 mile Haw 
Creek People Trail Project, bringing our total People Trails System to nearly 20 miles of trails usable 
by members of our community.

 The above are just highlights of many projects and activities our staff has worked on in the 
past year, many of which are contained in the following report.  We continue to take pride in our 
accomplishments while looking to continuously improve in the coming year.  As always, we thank you 
for your continued support.

Respectfully submitted,
    

 Rick Colglazier     Chuck Wilt
 President, Parks and Recreation Board  Director of Parks and Recreation

 cc: Park Board
  City Council
  City Department Heads
  CIT   
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MISSION STATEMENT
Enriching Lives...Building Community.

VISION STATEMENT
The Columbus Parks and Recreation Department

 Is recognized on a local, state and national basis for providing the highest quality programs and 
facilities.

 Has a well trained, friendly and professional staff that is proud to serve the community.

Grant Awards
The Columbus Parks and Recreation Department received several local grants, including a grant from 
the Columbus Park Foundation for youth scholarships, a grant from the Jolie Crider Reachout Fund 
to allow Boys and Girls Club participants to attend classes at Columbus Gymnastics Center and for 
maintenance of the Jolie Crider Skate Park, and a grant from the Irwin-Sweeney-Miller Foundation for 
maintenance of The Commons.  

Staff Recognition and Awards
Ed Curtin was elected a National Fellow of the national organization of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects.

Chuck Wilt will become President of the Columbus Visitors Center Board of Directors in 2005.

 Anticipates and is responsive to the changing needs and desires of our community

 Is an active participant in a community-wide program successfully promoting healthy   
lifestyles and wise leisure choices.
  
 Is identifi ed as the clearinghouse in Columbus and Bartholomew County for fun    
activities for children and families.

 Is a major partner in tourism and economic development through the development   
of park amenities that host and attract visitors to regional and national sports and   
cultural events.

Haw Creek Trail Groundbreaking, April 2004
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PARKS AND RECREATION MAKES AN ECONOMIC IMPACT IN 2004PARKS AND RECREATION MAKES AN ECONOMIC IMPACT IN 2004
The Columbus Parks and Recreation Department continued to be a major contributor to tourism in 
Columbus, thanks to its outstanding sports and recreation facilities.  In 2004, over 20,000 out of town 
visitors attended events held at parks and recreation facilities including:

    USSSA Girls 16 & Under Fast Pitch Softball World Series
    Teddy Bear Classic Gymnastics meet
    Senior Softball Tournament
    Columbus Express Invitational Youth Soccer Tournament
    Midwest Section, USTA Girls Tennis National Qualifi er
    Babe Ruth Baseball Tournament
    Fall Foliage Hockey Tournament
    Thanksgiving Hockey Tournament
    Five Donner Swim Club Swim Meets
    Chautauqua of the Arts

The total economic impact of these events has been estimated by the Columbus Visitors Center to be 
over 3 million dollars in hotel, restaurant, gasoline and retail business.  Columbus will be hosting more 
USSSA state, regional and national tournaments in the future.  This will be worth millions of dollars 
in hotel, restaurant, retail and gasoline business annually.

PARKS AND REC FUN GUIDE OPENS TO COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
In an effort to assist our many partners in the community, staff with the Department elected to open up 
the opportunity for community groups and partners to participate in our bi-annual Fun Guide, which is 
mailed out to all residents of Bartholomew County and all of our out-of-county participants.  

Katia Hatter, Marketing/PR Coordinator forr, Marketing/PR Coordinator forr, Mar  the Department, coordinated keting/PR Coordinator for the Department, coordinated keting/PR Coordinator for over 10 different organizations, 
including Columbus Area Arts Council, the CRH Wellness Program and the Foundation for Youth, 
to include their information in to include their information in the Departhe Department’s Fall/Winter 2004 Fun Guide.  The end result is a tment’s Fall/Winter 2004 Fun Guide.  The end result is a 
comprehensive source for activities in Columbus and the surrounding area that appeal to adults and 
children interested in areas as diverse as the arts, exercise/recreation and family events.

Plans are underway to continue collaboue collaboue colla ration with these groups and to seek out other groups who may 
be interested in participating in this highly effective marketing tool.  



       
Annual Report 2004

DEPARTMENT VISION, MISSION AND FOUR YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN
The Department held two retreats this year, one in February and one in November, as part of our preparation 
for a 4-year Strategic Action Plan.  The Board and staff held meetings from March through October.  
During this period, every employee was given the opportunity to either attend meetings or give written 
feedback on our proposed Mission and Vision and the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 
that our Department faces in the future.  The outcome of all meetings and input was the development 
of new mission and vision statements adopted by the Park Board at the July 8th meeting.  

The Board and staff also adopted six success factor goals that are critical to continuing the high level 
of Department quality staff, programs and facilities over the next four years and beyond.  Employee 
teams will be formed in January of 2005 to develop action plans for these goals.

PARK BOARD MEMBER MIKE GILLESPIE HONORED 

Mike Gillespie was honored at his last offi cial board meeting on August 
12th.  He was presented a special plaque by Mayor Fred L. Armstrong 
on behalf of the Park Board and staff for his over 8 years of service.  
Mike left Columbus as the Senior Minister of East Columbus Christian 
Church to take a similar position in Cummings, Georgia.

COLUMBUS PARK BOARD WELCOMES BRIAN RUSSELL
On August 12th, the Columbus Parks and Recreation Board welcomed its newest member, Brian 
Russell.  He replaced Mike Gillespie who left after serving 8 years on the Park Board. Brian is the 
President and Founder of Russell Development Company and is a native of Columbus, Indiana.  He is 
noted for his commitment to improving the community through his professional and volunteer efforts.  
He brings a new perspective to the board along with a family tradition.  Brian’s grandfather, the late 
A.H. “Ab” Schumaker, served on our board and was also our City Council liaison for over 30 years.  

Brian graduated from Indiana University’s Kelley School of Business in 1993 with Bachelor’s Degree 
in Finance and a minor in Economics.  He created Russell Development Company (RDC) in 1998 to 
focus on commercial development in Central Indiana.  The company focuses specifi cally on offi ce, 
industrial, and retail development.  RDC also offers construction management, brokerage, property 
management, acquisition, and consulting services to clients.  

In addition to his professional pursuits, Brian is an active member in the Columbus community.  He 
currently serves on the Boards of the Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce, the Columbus Enterprise 
Development Council, and the Columbus Area Arts Council.  Mr. Russell and his wife, Erin, reside 
in Columbus.  They are the proud parents of Sam (age 4) and Will (age 1) and are members at St. 
Bartholomew Church in Columbus. 
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Under 16 B World Series Champions, the Bay City Blast

USSSA FAST PITCH SOFTBALL WORLD SERIES TAKES USSSA FAST PITCH SOFTBALL WORLD SERIES TAKES USSSA F
COLUMBUS BY STORM!

In July 2004, Columbus caught the fever...FASTPITCH SOFTBALL FEVER!  Over 3,000  
players and coaches travelled to Columbus from as far away as Canada and Alaska and took up  
residence in our community from July 26 – August 1, 2004 for the fi rst United States Speciality 
Sports Association (USSSA) Girls’ Fast Pitch Softball World Series.  Games were played at the 
Lincoln Softball Complex and at the Clifty Park softball diamonds, with practice games played the 
Sunday prior to opening ceremonies at Dunn Stadium at the Bartholomew County Fairgrounds.

Over 30 area businesses and organizations signed on as 
corporate sponsors to underwrite the cost of putting on 
a fi rst class week for these visitors, contributing over 
$30,000.  Our Platinum level sponsors, Holiday Inn 
Conference Center, Holiday Inn Express and Holiday 
Inn Seymour, Coca-Cola Bottling Company and Texas 
Roadhouse were particularly generous with their time 
and resources to ensure a wonderful experience was 
had by all who visited our community.  Our media 
sponsors, QMIX 107.3 FM and KORN Country, 
hosted teams each morning of World Series week and 
‘talked it up’ to encourage local citizens to come out 
and watch the girls compete.  Tremendous support 
for this event was received from the Columbus Visitors Center, the Columbus Area Arts Council 
and Downtown Columbus Alive to provide volunteers and entertainment for World Series visitors.  

Despite the rain, World Series Opening Ceremonies were held Monday, July 26 beginning at 4:00 p.m. 
inside Memorial Gymnasium at Columbus North High School.  All teams paraded onto the gym and 
were recognized.  

On Wednesday, July 28 from 6-8 p.m., Downtown Columbus Alive hosted ‘July Jam’ on the 
streets of downtown Columbus.  This block party, held on Fourth Street between Washington and 
Jackson Streets, featured live music from the Deacon Street Band and the Nick Morrow Band.  

Throughout the week, members of our community went the extra mile to make sure our World Series 
visitors felt at home in Columbus.  With so many businesses and individuals to thank, Columbus Parks 
and Recreation Department extends its gratitude to the community for the tremendous support that 
was extended to our visitors.  Many have written to the USSSA National Offi ce to sing the praises of 
Columbus and its citizens, so much so that the City of Columbus was awarded the 2004 USSSA Fast Pitch 
Softball Commitment to Excellence Award at the USSSA National Conference in November 2004.  This 
award truly belongs to the entire community of Columbus.  We look forward to another great summer!
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COLUMBUS TO HOST MULTIPLE SPORTS EVENTS IN 2005

Returning from a successful trip to the United States Specialty Sports Association’s (USSSA) National 
Conference, Mayor Fred Armstrong announced that Columbus will once again host several USSSA events in 
2005, including a return of the popular Fast Pitch Softball World Series July 25-31, 2005.

During the week long conference in Jacksonville, Florida, Mayor Armstrong, along with Lynn Lucas, Executive 
Director of the Columbus Area Visitors Center, Chuck Wilt, Director of Parks and Recreation for the City of 
Columbus, and several other staff members from the Visitors Center and the Parks and Recreation Department 
formed relationships with USSSA offi cials in several sports areas, including basketball, softball and golf.  
The result of these relationships will be seen in Columbus in the form of increased sporting events in 2005, 
including: 

April 1-3, 2005   5 on 5 Basketball Regional Qualifi er (50+ teams; 3rd grade over    
    18 age groups, male and female tournaments) – pending     
    fi nalization in December

May 21-22, 2005  Men’s Slow Pitch Softball Major National Invitational     
    Tournament (30-40 teams)

June 17-19, 2005  Girls’ Fast Pitch State Tournament (100+ teams)

July 2-3, 2005   Men’s Slow Pitch Softball NIT/’Legends of Lincoln’ (30-40    
    teams)
  
July 25-31, 2005  Girls’ Fast Pitch Softball World Series (11 and Under, 12 and    
    Under A, 16 and Under B East) (100+ teams)

Columbus will also host several smaller USSSA Softball tournaments between April and October 2005 
which will bring an additional 300 teams to the area, generating millions of dollars in tourism revenue for the 
community.

In addition to the above sporting events, the City of Columbus 
received the 2004 USSSA Fast Pitch Softball Commitment to 
Excellence Award from the Board of Directors of USSSA.  This 
unexpected honor was awarded at the 37th annual Convention 
Banquet and Awards Ceremony, which was sponsored by the 
Columbus Area Visitors Center and the City of Columbus.   The 
Board of Directors cited the strong community support for the 2004 
Under 16 Girls Fast Pitch Tournament, the overwhelming positive 
feedback received from coaches, teams, tournament offi cials 
and families who participated and the ease of working with the 
community as reasons Columbus received the award.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Aquatics Programs
 Following the departure of Aquatics Manager Paula Candor, Donner Aquatic Center (DAC) operated 
with a seasonal management team in 2004.   Kyle Fellerhoff, Jim Coleman, and Marla Page performed the 
responsibilities of managing the aquatics program exceptionally well.  They were supported by Donner Center 
custodians James Johnson and Gary Cheek in keeping the pool chemistry and mechanical fi lter system in line 
with health code standards.  Fellerhoff, Cheek, and Mike Keogh completed a two day Certifi ed Pool Operator 
course sponsored by the National Swimming Pool Foundation.

 The weather in 2004 was very good for pool attendance.  There were over 42,000 visits to the pool, 
compared to 39,460 in 2003.  This was in spite of closing the pool immediately following the start of school, 
in contrast to operating the pool on weekends through Labor Day as was done the year before.  In 2004, a 
total of 86.25 hours of free admission public swimming were scheduled.  We estimate that there were over 
10,500 visits during these times, compared to 9,541 in 2003.

 DAC once again celebrated National Aquatics Week July 19-25.  The staff and Marketing   Coordinator 
Katia Hatter planned a number of special activities throughout the week.  On certain days free food and door 
prizes were also provided for swimmers by area businesses.

 794 swimmers enrolled in DAC’s 2004 American Red Cross “Learn to Swim” program.  This is a 
reduction from the 834 registrations in 2003.  Three two-week sessions of morning and evening lessons 
were offered.  However, in 2004 we began lessons later in the morning, eliminating sparsely attended early 
morning classes. 

 We are pleased to provide special group rates to community groups attending public sessions.   Some that 
attended DAC in 2004 were FFY/Boys and Girls Club, Children Inc., Hope Community Center, and Girls Inc. 
of Madison, Indiana.  There were 13 private rentals throughout the 2004 season, a reduction compared to 19 
in 2003.  Return renters include St. Bartholomew School, Richards Elementary School, Columbus Regional 
Hospital, Big Brothers/Big Sisters,  Boy Scout Pack 555,  and Columbus North football team.

 The Donner Swim Club was unable to host their usual outdoor swim meets at DAC in 2004.  This was 
due to new US Swim requirements that the pool depth must be a minimum of 4 feet at the starting blocks.  
The depth at both ends of DAC is 3 feet, 8 and ½ inches.  These outdoor meets were great money-makers for 
the club and also drew large numbers of swim families to Columbus from around the state.  To try to make 
up for the loss of income, the swim club has had to schedule a greater number of smaller indoor swim meets 
throughout the year at the Columbus North natatorium.   Department capital plans call for improvements to 
the main pool at DAC, including lowering the depth at one end to permit the return of swim meets. 
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Hockey and Ice Skating Programs
 Hamilton Center programs enjoyed great attendance in 2004.  Group lesson and Intro to Hockey programs 
had 920 participants.  Adult Hockey had 91 players this season.  The Youth Hockey House League had 106 
players participating.  Public sessions were also well attended, with 8,000 skaters participating in these fun, 
family-friendly activities.

 Several area organizations took advantage of reduced group rates this year.  Lock-ins offered by the 
Center hosted 500 participants in 2004.  Bartholomew Consolidated School Corporation had 1200 students 
attending skating sessions this year.  Private rentals were attended by nearly 870 skaters, while 740 children 
attended birthday party rentals.

 Hamilton Center hosted the 5th Annual MLK Basic Skills Figure Skating competition attracting new 
fi gure skating clubs from Louisville, Lexington, Ft. Wayne and Indianapolis.  Figure skaters from Lincoln 
Center Skate Club placed 2nd at Indiana State Championships and also won the team award at the Miami 
Open.

 The facility hosted two hockey tournaments for Columbus Youth Hockey involving 26 teams from around 
the Midwest.  The summer Culver hockey camp was held with 36 players participating.  Mite Travel team 
won the Buckeye League championship and were the Buckeye year end tourney champs.  Pee Wee Travel 
team were Buckeye League runner ups.

Gymnastics Programs
 In 2004, CGC instructional classes had 2206 gymnasts enrolled.  This year, CGC staff In 2004, CGC instructional classes had 2206 gymnasts enrolled.  This year, CGC staff In 2004, CGC instructional classes had 2206 gymnasts enrolled.  This year, CGC staf adopted the Fun 
and Fit gymnastics program which focuses on fun, fi tness and non competitive gymnastics. For the fi rst time 
since 2001, the Fall 2 session has 400 participants and all classes were fi lled to capacity.

 Our preschool and school aged open gym sessions had 2180 children participate in 2004.

 Field trips for both private schools and BCSC brought 480 children to visit the Columbus Gymnastics 
Center.

 Birthday Parties were a great success this year with 54 parties for 1100 participants in 2004. 

 Our enrichment program is a free program funded by a grant from the Jolie Crider Reach Out Fund for 
children of Home School, Boys and Girls Club and North High School’s Pre School.  423 kids got the chance 
to experience the sport of gymnastics in 2004.

 Cheerleading was a big success this year. We had a total of 5 squads of 60 cheerleaders. 

 The CGC Competitive Gymnastics Team offers pre-team – level 8. We have a total of 38 gymnasts.
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Sports Programs
 Sports Programs had a successful year in 2004, with approximately 29,850 participants in youth and 

adult sports.  This includes softball (tournaments and regular season), basketball, youth baseball, 
volleyball, soccer, table tennis, dodgeball, tennis, youth sports camps and the batting cage.

 Youth soccer and baseball continues to be strong programs with nearly 3100 area youth participating.  
Special thanks to the Columbus Youth Soccer Association Board and the Columbus Babe Ruth 
Baseball Board for their hard work and dedication toward helping provide top notch youth programs.  
Also, a special thanks to all of the baseball team sponsors for their fi nancial support.

 Interest in adult sports continued with over 4,200 participants enrolled in programs.  Soccer, 
basketball, volleyball, and softball continue to be popular sports.

 The 5th Annual Bill Stearman 3-on-3 Shoot-Out, co-hosted by Parks and Recreation and the Lincoln 
Central Neighborhood Family Center, was a success.  This years numbers were up with 282 youth 
and adult basketball players showing off their skills at Columbus North High School.

 The Columbus Softball Association reported 210 teams with 3,150 players participating in summer 
and fall leagues.  Thanks to the Columbus Softball Association for their work to improve the quality 
of softball in Columbus.

  Lincoln Park Softball Complex showed its beauty by hosting adult softball and girls fastpitch 
softball tournaments.  588 teams participated in tournaments at Lincoln Park.  These tournaments 
brought thousands of people from around the country to Columbus.  The highlight of the year was 
the 2004 16 & Under USSSA Girls Fastpitch World Series.

 Columbus Babe Ruth Baseball hosted district and regional Babe Ruth tournaments.  The tournaments 
had approximately 200 participants bringing hundreds of family and friends to the city. 

 The summer tennis program continues to grow with 357 participants.  Special thanks to Tennis 
Director Mike Burt for his help and support. 

 The First Annual Adult Dodgeball tournament took place at the Foundation For Youth.  The 
tournament was a success with the maximum number of 20 teams participating with 11 teams on 
the waiting list.  We look to have more non-traditional sport activities in 2005.  
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Recreation and Special Events Programming
 During the summer of 2004, the Department’s Recreation Division entered into two new 
partnerships with BCSC and Ivy Tech Columbus to incorporate education and recreation.  With 
financial support from the Heritage Fund of Bartholomew County and in partnership with 
BCSC and the Columbus Area Arts Council, the department brought Missoula Children’s Theater 
to Columbus in July.  Two artists from the Missoula organization spent a week in Columbus 
working with children from Fodrea and Lincoln Elementary Schools in auditions and rehearsals 
to present the play “Hansel and Gretel”.  Over 40 children participated in the program as part of 
their intersession workshops.  They presented the play to over 800 persons at the Commons as part 
of the “Fabulous Fridays” series.  

 In June the department and Ivy Tech of Columbus partnered to present a new day camp for ages 
8-12.  Campers in “EdVenture Days” spent mornings at the Ivy Tech campus getting exposure to 
activities such as photography, computers, pottery painting and hands-on science experiments.  In the 
afternoons the children had lessons in beginning horsemanship and activities at Columbus Youth Camp.

 Family and adult activities continued to be popular in 2004.  Family events included the annual 
Easter Egg Hunt, Community Cast-A-Ways Garage Sales, Holiday Creations and Spring Craft 
Shows, Trick or Treat Tales, Donner Variety Shows, the annual Halloween Costume Contest, Mad 
Scientists family science night, Mom & Me for Tea, Family Bingo, It’s Showtime-Thanksgiving
show and Santa’s Workshop.  Family events attracted approximately 5000 participants.  New 
adult events/classes for 2004 included National Scrapbooking Day in April and CroptoberFest 
in October with participation of over 50 people and a Beginning Calligraphy class in November.

Golf Programs
 Our golf facilities continued to enjoy tremendous support from the community.  Our new 9-
hole rates have been well received and largely responsible for the large increase in play at Greenbelt 
Golf Course.  Play at Rocky Ford Par-3 Golf Course remained steady in 2004 with little increase 
over 2003.  As of November 2004, Greenbelt Golf Course had provided 20,400 rounds of golf to 
the community, an increase of 12% over 2003.

 The Junior Golf Program, the Men’s and Wo, the Men’s and Wo, the Men’s and W men’s clubs, the Senior League and the Junior Golf 
Club were at maximum participation in 2004, indicating the desire for golf in our community and 
the quality programming offered by both courses.

 Both the Greenbelt and Rocky Ford Par-3 courses were in excellent shape throughout the season, 
adding to the enjoyment and satisfaction of our customers.
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 The Department was again proud to assist with and co-host several community special 
events.  Mill Race Park and Donner Park continued to be popular venues with over 35  s p e c i a l 
events and rentals being held in these parks.  These events included:  “Bark in the Park”, Free 
Fabulous Fridays, Hospice Concert, Art in the Park, Chautauqua of the Arts, Mill Race Race and 
Mayor’s Walk,“Families Helping Families” featuring the Peru Circus, the Columbus Bluegrass 
Jamboree Concerts and the 3rd annual “Tour De Trails” benefi ting the People’s Trails.  Rentals 
at Mill Race Park included fund raising concerts for Riley Children’s Hospital and the American 
Heart Association, a concert for the USSSA softball tournament, church services, and weddings.  
The Department also supported the CEEN (Columbus Entertainment and Events Network) Pre-
Race at Mill Race Concert in May.  A highlight of the 2004 season was the Kiwanis Duck Race 
at Mill Race Park in October, with proceeds benefi ting several youth serving organizations. 

 The Department again supported two “Mill Race Live” concerts and 3 additional teen concerts/
dances in conjunction with Foundation for Youth and the Priority One Teen Council.   These events 
drew over 2200 teens in 2004.  The Teen Council sponsored two new events in 2004.  The fi rst was 
a “Date Auction” with 20 high school males from Columbus East and Columbus North volunteering 
to be “auctioned”.  Proceeds from the auction stayed with the Teen Council to support their free 
activities.  The males and their dates attended a supervised dinner/movie date.  The other new event 
was a “Drive In Movie” at Donner Center for local families and children.  Parents and c h i l d r e n 
decorated a cardboard “car” and then watched the movie “Little Rascals”.  The annual After Prom 
Party, co-sponsored with FFY and parents of North & East juniors and seniors, drew over 800 students.

Pre-school and youth recreational programs were also very popular.  These programs            included 
12 day camps, craft and holiday classes, fi eld trips, Super Sitters, Acting Up!, Junior Mill Race 
Players, the Kids/Teens Only Garage Sale and the Youth Fishing Derby.  A total of 522 were
registered in these programs.  A highlight of the summer day camp program was the new
camp “EdVenture Days”, co-sponsored with Ivy Tech of Columbus.  The theme of introducing
children to fun, physical activities was continued in the second “Kids In Motion” camp with
campers having experiences in activities such as jump roping, roller skating, tennis, kids’ yoga &
golf.  Free Fun Days and Noon Kids Concerts during the summer attracted over 1800 participants.

 The Mill Race Players enjoyed a successful year in 2004 with their production of Annie Get 
Your Gun.  With a highly talented group of staff and actors, the Mill Race Players recruited 
87 cast members, ages 5 to over 80 years old, through community-wide auditions for this 
production.  New and talented staff were also hired to make this ambitious production a reality.  
The success of this production has assisted the Mill Race Players in expanding their goals to 
include larger community productions.  In Summer 2005, the Mill Race Players will bring 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast  to Columbus, one of only several smaller cities permitted to do so.  Disney’s Beauty and the Beast  to Columbus, one of only several smaller cities permitted to do so.  Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
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 During the summer of 2004, the Department continued to offer a variety of free or reduced fee 
recreational activities.  These included the 7 week, structured, supervised playground program 
at fi ve locations for ages 6-12.  These sites were:  Parkside School, Mead Village Park, Ninth St. 
Park, Pence St. Park & Harrison Ridge Park   Attendance at all sites was 1471, with Harrison 
Ridge Park attendance increasing by over 100 children from 2003 to 2004.  Additional free 
activities include:Free Fun Days, Noon Kid Concerts, Fabulous Fridays, Donner Variety Shows, 
bluegrass concerts, Bark in the Park, Mill Race Live Concerts, Halloween Costume Contest, 
Columbus City Band Concerts, Easter Egg Hunt and Family Bingo Night.

Park Operations
 In 2004, over 2,245 hours of Park Operations labor 
support were dedicated to special events.  These 
included the After Prom, City Easter Egg Hunt, Bus 
Rodeo, Battle of the Bands, Variety Shows, Popfest, 
Swim Meets, Teddy Bear Gymnastics Meet, World 
Series, Hospice Concert, Walk-a-Thons, Chautauqua 
of the Arts, Ethnic Expo, Touch-a-Truck, Bark in 
the Park, Families Helping Families Circus, Tour de 
Trails, Art in the Park and the Festival of Lights.  
These special events enrich community and family 
life with arts, athletic and recreation activities 
and continue to be a priority for Park Operations.

 Employees completed 325 maintenance support work orders in addition to comprehensive 
routine preventive maintenance schedules and special projects.  Maintenance support for special 
and casual park activities make our parks safe, clean and enjoyable.

 Park Operations employees maintain the Columbus City Cemetery, which adds 10 acres of green 
space to the community and provides important customer services as a place of repose and honor.

 In 2004, Park Operations  planted 26 trees within the park system to further add to the natural 
beauty of these green spaces.  In addition, 50 small redbud trees were planted in Mill Race Park for 
Arbor Day.

 Park Operations used 1,710 hours of volunteer labor in 2004.  These included volunteer labor 
from Community Corrections, Sierra Club, Lincoln School, Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
Developmental Services, Scouts, Brownies, retirees and other community volunteers.  Volunteer 
activity keeps people engaged socially, contributing to their health and longevity.
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 Park Operations employees attended 580 hours of seminar and workshop training in 2004.  These 
included Indiana Nursery & Landscape Assn. Plants Trade Show, Park & Recreation Maintenance 
Management School, ISA Conference & Trade Show, International Lawn, Garden & Power 
Equipment Expo, IAA Annual Conference, Bartlett Tree Management Seminar, Interview Training, 
Midwest Turf Expo, Indiana PHCC Convention & Expo, Certifi ed Pool Operator Training, IPRA 
Playground Safety Inspector Course, Tree Diagnostics Workshop, OFA Short Course Trade Show, 
America in Bloom Symposium, NRPA Conference, Metalcon International Conference, and IAA 
Arborist Certifi cation Conference.

 Park Operations employees also received 214 hours of safety training in 2004 (approximately 8 
hours per person).  This included bloodborne pathogens annual safety training, Department Safety 
Committee meetings, and monthly employee safety meetings.

 Park Operations is also proud of our professional certifi cations.  1) The Parks and Recreation 
Department has fi ve licensed pesticide applicators:  Tim Coomer, Rick Gilbert, Phil Harbaugh, 
Casey Ritz and Nick Rush.  2) Casey Ritz is an Accredited Plantsman.  3) Nick Rush and Phil 
Harbaugh are Certifi ed Arborists.  4) Tim Coomer is a certifi ed playground inspector.  5) Gary 
Smith graduated from the two-year park management course at Oglebay.

 Shining Star awards were presented to:  Steve Heck, Tim Coomer, Bo Green, Moose Foster, Dan 
Rayburn, Gary Smith, Lisa Butler, Roger Taylor and Stephanie Heck.

 The Foundation for Youth maintenance staff was awarded “Person of the Year” award for the 
center for 2004.

Columbus Park Foundation
The Columbus Park Foundation enjoyed a very successful year in 2004.  The Foundation welcomed 
two new members to its Board of Directors, local attorney James Voelz and Dr. Helen Kinsey.  Mr. 
Voelz brings a wealth of experience with estate planning and trust development to the Board while 
Dr. Kinsey brings insight to the Board with her experiences as a member of the community, a user of 
Parks services and as a medical professional.  Mr. Voelz replaces Teree Bergman on the Board while 
Dr. Kinsey replaces Carol Yount.  

In addition to welcoming new Board members, the Columbus Park Foundation adopted new policies 
in 2004 that created an endowment fund for the Board.  The creation of the endowment fund will allow 
donors to stretch the impact of their donations far beyond the immediate needonations far beyond the immediate needonations f ds of Columbus Parks and ds of Columbus Parks and ds of
Recreation Department to provide for continued maintenance of existing gifts and facilities.   The Board 
intends to publicize the endowment option to donors in 2005 with the creation of a new educational 
piece that is currently being created by Columbus East High School senior Casey Snyder as part of his 
Senior Project.  
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Another new development for the Foundation has been the adoption of a Friends of the Parks 
organization.  Currently under development, Friends of the Parks will serve as the formal volunteer 
arm of the Columbus Park Foundation and will serve the he Columbus Park Foundation and will serve the he Columbus Park volunteer needs of both the Foundation and 
the Department.  Department staff is currently working with several community volunteers to fl esh out 
the framework for this organization, which will begin organizing formally in 2005.

A major milestone was also reached in 2004 with the completion of nearly 6 miles of new People 
Trails along the eastern side of Columbus.  Named the ‘Haw Creek Trail’, this trail will now literally 
be in the backyards of thou in the backyards of thou in the back sands of citizens living along Haw Creek.  While not offi cially open to the 
public, many are out using this new section of 
trails, including patients at Columbus Regional 
Hospital and residents in the neighborhoods 
adjoining the trails.  This new section of trail 
is by far some of the most scenic in the system.  
While some fi nal construction still remains along 
Marr Road, a formal dedication of the Haw 
Creek Trail is anticipated for Spring 2005.

The Foundation again benefi tted from strong 
community support for its third annual Tour 
de Trails fundraising event at Mill Race Park.  
The event raised over $5,000 for the continued 
expansion and maintenance of the People Trails.  
In addition to the money raised for People Trails, 
this year’s event saw a record number of participants, with over 90 runners and 30 walkers registering 
to run and walk the 5K course between Mill Race and Noblitt Parks.  Plans are already underway for 
the Fourth Annual Tour de Trails, which will be moved to the new Haw Creek Trail in 2005 to allow 
for a new running, walking and biking experience for participants.

Major donations this year from Robert and Elizabeth Crider and Sajor donations this year from Robert and Elizabeth Crider and Sajor donations this year from Robert hayla Holtcamp allowed for extensive 
repairs to the Jolie Crider Skate Park.  In addition, the Jolie Crider Reach Out Fund continued to 
provide Boys and Girls Club participants with the opportunity to participate in gymnastics classes at 
the Columbus Gymnastics Center as part of their after school program.

The Foundation’s Youth Scholarship Fund was well utilized this year by members of the community.  
The Fund once again provided many local children with the fi nancial means to participate in parks 
and recreation fee-based programs.  In 2004, 111 children from 71 local families participated in 158 
programs, thanks to support available through the Fund.  Special thanks goes out to our friends at 
Toyota and The Republic for sponsoring the annual Toyota/The Republic Softball Challenge and to 
the community for their generosity toward this program in 2004.  
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2004 CAPITAL AND SPECIAL PROJECTS
 Blackwell Park Soccer Complex had another phase completed this year.  A new entry drive was 
constructed, existing entry drive was demolished and seeded and soccer fi elds were graded by K& M 
Construction.  The irrigation and seeding were completed by H&B Underground.

 Par 3 clubhouse roof and guttering was completed by Southern Roofi ng and the steps were reconstructed 
by Taylor Bros.  

 The basketball court and drive area at Mead Village Park were repaved by Milestone and CASE 
Construction respectively.

 Harrison Ridge Tennis courts were resurfaced and color coated by CASE Construction. 

 The cart path on Greenbelt Hole #5 was overlaid by CASE Construction last spring.

 Clifty Fast Pitch diamonds now have concrete dugouts, and paved path and center area.  This work was 
completed this past next spring by CASE Construction.

 Donner Center ceiling tile replacement was completed by Nading  Mechanical.

 Taylor Bros. replaced Mill Race Amphitheater loading dock this past spring.

 Greenbelt Clubhouse had the siding repaired and painted by Repp and Mundt.

 Donner Park has new curb along Lafayette St. that was installed by Milestone.

 People trail between Mill Race and Noblitt was repaired by CASE Construction.

 Silver Creek Engineering assisted us in addressing the corrosion of the steel structure restroom in Mill 
Race Park.

 Hamilton Center exterior has been cleaned and painted by Repp and Mundt.

 New front doors, partitions, cap rail system, and chimney tuck-pointing were completed at Hamilton 
Center by Thomas Smith Glass, Taylor Bros, staff, and Repp and Mundt.

 The fourth diamond was completed by Southern Indiana Fence at the new four-plex of baseball fi elds 
at Clifty Park.

 Construction has started on McCullough’s Run Park.  Earthwork and paving has been   
completed by CASE Construction and the playgrounds will be installed by the end of 2004, weather 
permitting.  SWCS will be doing the seeding as part of a donation.

 People Trail along Haw Creek, will be completed by Force Construction this December.  This increases 
the trail system by about 6 miles for a total of almost 19 miles.  

 PAAL football complex was completed and the fi rst games were played this fall.  The complex has met 
with high marks from all users.  

 Work on a master plan for the IUPUC campus was completed and approved by IUPUC.
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2005 GOALS
During 2005, the Department intends to meet the following goals:

 Complete the four-year Community Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update.

 Begin design and funding process for the $750,000 People Trails grant.

 Complete First Phase of Four Year Strategic Plan by December 31, 2005.

 Develop alternate sources of funding for current and future parks and recreation programs and facilities 
and expand donations into the newly created Columbus Park Foundation endowment fund.

 Continue staff involvement on community committees and projects, including:
• Community festivals (Chautauqua of the Arts, Ethnic Expo and Festival of Lights)
• Columbus Visitors’ Center Board and Executive Committee
• Columbus Area Arts Council Board of Directors and Executive Committee
• Foundation for Youth Board of Directors
• Healthy Communities Initiative Board of Directors and Self-Care Action Team
• Bartholomew County Historical Society Board of Directors
• Priority One Teen Council
• Preserve to Enjoy Board
• Mayor’s Waterfront Development Committee

 Work on a trail head at Noblitt Park was lead by John Miller an Eagle Scout.

 Protective netting over home plate at the Lincoln softball complex was installed for the World  
Series.

FUTURE PLANNING PROJECTS
 As part of the People Trail system, a new walk will be added along Middle Road and 25th   

 Street.

 City crews will start fencing at Greenbelt and Pence Park using concrete fence provided by Colorado  
 Fencing .

 Senior projects were accepted for a sculpture tour and tree planting.
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Columbus Parks and Recreation would like to extend its appreciation for 
the continued support in 2004 from our community partners, sponsors, 

donors and volunteers.

Without your efforts, our programs would not be possible.  We look 
forward to your cooperation and collaboration in 2005.

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD AND STAFF

WITH SPECIAL THANKS...

Rick Colglazier.........................................President, Columbus Park Board
Mike Gillespie...................................Past President, Columbus Park Board
Clarissa Russell................................Vice President, Columbus Park Board
Jerry Littrell..............................................Secretary, Columbus Park Board
Brian Russell..............................................Member, Columbus Park Board
Chuck Wilt.......................................................................................Director
Ed Curtin................................................................Assistant to the Director
Mike Keogh...................................................Director of Business Services
Nancy Armuth...........................................................Director of Recreation
Nick Rush............................Director of Park Operations and City Arborist
Steve Heck........................................................Park Maintenance Manager
Kathy McPeek..........................................Recreation Program Coordinator
Katia Hatter..................................Marketing/Public Relations Coordinator
Mark Jones............................Sports Programs/Athletic Facilities Manager
Patrick Senn...................................................................Sports Coordinator
Steve Cohen.......................................................................Director of Golf
Dave Barriger...........................................................Greens Superintendent
Geary Baxter.......................................................Hamilton Center Manager
Jim Lemke...........................................Hamilton Center Assistant Manager
Lynda Noland.......................................................Facility Manager, C.G.C.
Cindy Brummett..................................................................Offi ce Manager
Carol Valentine.....................................................................Head Secretary
Tonia Medaris............................................................................Bookkeeper
Crystal Martinez........................................................................Bookkeeper
Marsha Terry..........................Head Registration Coordinator, C.G.C./FFY
Barbara Mauzy...................................................Hamilton Center Secretary
Verna Morrison...................................................Park Operations Secretary
Annie Baugh..................................................................................Secretary


